effect of the rain repellent is that it
makes bug debris, especially beeswax,
much easier to remove. In my
experience, one treatment lasted for
about 25 flight hours, or a month,
whichever came first.
On one job, I just managed to treat the
pilot’s windshield on a medium twin
helicopter before being called out on
a search. En route, we flew through a
tropical downpour, and the co-pilot’s
view was limited to a shimmering sheet
of water being slopped around by the
wiper a couple of feet in front of him,
while on my side, I enjoyed a perfectly
clear view of the outside, wet though it
was, and without the wiper.
Sometimes you will see people
vigorously attacking plastic windshields
with a rag and pot of polish without any
prior rinsing or preparation. So the grit
and grime gets ground into the surface,
and next time you fly towards the sun,
you see those terrible sparkly concentric
rings around the sun, no matter which
way you look. Properly washed and
rain-treated, a windshield should
not require harsh polishing except to
remove scuffs and scratches – and this

operation should be entrusted only to
an experienced professional.

glass. Even then, regard that method as
a last resort.

What about ice or frost? Lukewarm
water is good – hot water could cause
cracking – and avoid using the edge of
your credit card unless the windshield is

Like a lot of equipment, a windshield
is most effective when clean – look
after it and it will look after you.
Works for me.

Planning an Aviation Event?
If you are planning an event, large or small, such as an airshow, air race, rally, or major competition, the details should be published in an AIP Supplement to warn pilots of the activity.
The published cut-off dates for the AIP are listed below, but you must advise the CAA
at least one week before those dates, to allow for inquiries and processing. Note that, even
if you have applied to the CAA for an aviation event authorisation, this does not automatically
generate an AIP Supplement or airspace request.
Email the CAA, aero@caa.govt.nz. Further information on aviation events is in AC91–1.

Supplement
Cycle

Effective Date

Cut-off Date
With Graphic

Cut-off Date
Without Graphic

07/8

2 Aug 2007

24 May 2007

31 May 2007

07/9

30 Aug 2007

21 Jun 2007

28 Jun 2007

07/10

27 Sep 2007

19 Jul 2007

26 Jul 2007

07/11

25 Oct 2007

16 Aug 2007

23 Aug 2007
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Validity of Examination Credits
There have been recent changes to the validity of examination credits for pilots sitting PPL, CPL, ATPL
and IR flight tests. Here is a tabulated summary of the validity for each licence or rating being sought.
Licence or Rating
The licence or rating that you are
applying for.

PPL

CPL

IR
Instrument rating

ATPL

Qualifying Period
Available time from the first exam
credit to the last.

2 Years

3 Years

3 Years

3 Years

Validity Period
Available time from the last exam
credit to the pass date of a flight test.

3 Years

3 Years

3 Years

10 Years
(5 Years Air Law)

Old Exam Credits
Exam credits gained before 11 May
06 must be used by.

11 May 2008

11 May 2009

11 May 2009

11 May 2011

All CPL examinations and ATPL Human Factors examination
credits gained before 11 May 2006 can be credited towards a
PPL written examination credit until 11 May 2008.
CPL credits acquired after 11 May 2006 cannot be used towards
a PPL credit.
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For more information regarding the validity
of examinations, see the CAA web site,
www.caa.govt.nz, under “Rules & more –
Rules Index – Part 61 Pilot Licences and Ratings”.

www.caa.govt.nz
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